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§110.1 Contributions by persons other
than multicandidate political com-
mittees (2 U.S.C. 441a(a)(1)).

(a) Scope. This section applies to all
contributions made by any person as
defined in 11 CFR 110.10, except multi-
candidate political committees as de-
fined in 11 CFR 100.5(e)(3) or entities
and individuals prohibited from mak-
ing contributions under 11 CFR 110.20
and 11 CFR parts 114 and 115.

(b) Contributions to candidates; des-
ignations; and redesignations. (1) No per-
son shall make contributions to any
candidate, his or her authorized polit-
ical committees or agents with respect
to any election for Federal office that,
in the aggregate, exceed $2,000.

(i) The contribution limitation in the
introductory text of paragraph (b)(1) of
this section shall be increased by the
percent difference in the price index in
accordance with 11 CFR 110.17.
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(ii) The increased contribution limi-
tation shall be in effect for the 2-year
period beginning on the first day fol-
lowing the date of the last general elec-
tion in the year preceding the year in
which the contribution limitation is
increased and ending on the date of the
next general election. For example, an
increase in the contribution limitation
made in January 2005 is effective from
November 3, 2004 to November 7, 2006.

(iii) In every odd numbered year, the
Commission will publish in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER the amount of the con-
tribution limitation in effect and place
such information on the Commission’s
Web site.

(2) For purposes of this section, with
respect to any election means—

(i) In the case of a contribution des-
ignated in writing by the contributor
for a particular election, the election
so designated. Contributors to can-
didates are encouraged to designate
their contributions in writing for par-
ticular elections. See 11 CFR 110.1(b)(4).

(ii) In the case of a contribution not
designated in writing by the contrib-
utor for a particular election, the next
election for that Federal office after
the contribution is made.

(3)(1) A contribution designated in
writing for a particular election, but
made after that election, shall be made
only to the extent that the contribu-
tion does not exceed net debts out-
standing from such election. To the ex-
tent that such contribution exceeds net
debts outstanding, the candidate or the
candidate’s authorized political com-
mittee shall return or deposit the con-
tribution within ten days from the date
of the treasurer’s receipt of the con-
tribution as provided by 11 CFR
103.3(a), and if deposited, then within
sixty days from the date of the treas-
urer’s receipt the treasurer shall take
the following action, as appropriate:

(A) Refund the contribution using a
committee check or draft; or

(B) Obtain a written redesignation by
the contributor for another election in
accordance with 11 CFR 110.1(b)(5); or

(C) Obtain a written reattribution to
another contributor in accordance with
11 CFR 110.1(k)(3).

If the candidate is not a candidate in
the general election, all contributions
made for the general election shall be
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either returned or refunded to the con-
tributors or redesignated in accordance
with 11 CFR 110.1(b)(5), or reattributed
in accordance with 11 CFR 110.1(k)(3),
as appropriate.

(ii) In order to determine whether
there are net debts outstanding from a
particular election, the treasurer of the
candidate’s authorized political com-
mittee shall calculate net debts out-
standing as of the date of the election.
For purposes of this section, net debts
outstanding means the total amount of
unpaid debts and obligations incurred
with respect to an election, including
the estimated cost of raising funds to
liquidate debts incurred with respect to
the election and, if the candidate’s au-
thorized committee terminates or if
the candidate will not be a candidate
for the next election, estimated nec-
essary costs associated with termi-
nation of political activity, such as the
costs of complying with the post-elec-
tion requirements of the Act and other
necessary administrative costs associ-
ated with winding down the campaign,
including office space rental, staff sala-
ries and office supplies, less the sum of:

(A) The total cash on hand available
to pay those debts and obligations, in-
cluding: currency; balances on deposit
in banks, savings and loan institutions,
and other depository institutions; trav-
eler’s checks; certificates of deposit;
treasury bills; and any other com-
mittee investments valued at fair mar-
ket value;

(B) The total amounts owed to the
candidate or political committee in the
form of credits, refunds of deposits, re-
turns, or receivables, or a commer-
cially reasonable amount based on the
collectibility of those credits, refunds,
returns, or receivables; and

(C) The amount of personal loans, as
defined in 11 CFR 116.11(b), that in the
aggregate exceed $250,000 per election.

(iii) The amount of the net debts out-
standing shall be adjusted as additional
funds are received and expenditures are
made. The candidate and his or her au-
thorized political committee(s) may
accept contributions made after the
date of the election if:

(A) Such contributions are des-
ignated in writing by the contributor
for that election;
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(B) Such contributions do not exceed
the adjusted amount of net debts out-
standing on the date the contribution
is received; and

(C) Such contributions do not exceed
the contribution limitations in effect
on the date of such election.

(iv) This paragraph shall not be con-
strued to prevent a candidate who is a
candidate in the general election or his
or her authorized political com-
mittee(s) from paying primary election
debts and obligations with funds which
represent contributions made with re-
spect to the general election.

(4) For purposes of this section, a
contribution shall be considered to be
designated in writing for a particular
election if—

(i) The contribution is made by
check, money order, or other nego-
tiable instrument which clearly indi-
cates the particular election with re-
spect to which the contribution is
made;

(ii) The contribution is accompanied
by a writing, signed by the contributor,
which clearly indicates the particular
election with respect to which the con-
tribution is made; or

(iii) The contribution is redesignated
in accordance with 11 CFR 110.1(b)(5).

(5)(1) The treasurer of an authorized
political committee may request a
written redesignation of a contribution
by the contributor for a different elec-
tion if—

(A) The contribution was designated
in writing for a particular election, and
the contribution, either on its face or
when aggregated with other contribu-
tions from the same contributor for the
same election, exceeds the limitation
on contributions set forth in 11 CFR
110.1(b)(1);

(B) The contribution was designated
in writing for a particular election and
the contribution was made after that
election and the contribution cannot
be accepted under the net debts out-
standing provisions of 11 CFR
110.1(b)(3);

(C) The contribution was not des-
ignated in writing for a particular elec-
tion, and the contribution exceeds the
limitation on contributions set forth in
11 CFR 110.1(b)(1); or
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(D) The contribution was not des-
ignated in writing for a particular elec-
tion, and the contribution was received
after the date of an election for which
there are net debts outstanding on the
date the contribution is received.

(ii)(A) A contribution shall be consid-
ered to be redesignated for another
election if—

(I) The treasurer of the recipient au-
thorized political committee requests
that the contributor provide a written
redesignation of the contribution and
informs the contributor that the con-
tributor may request the refund of the
contribution as an alternative to pro-
viding a written redesignation; and

(2) Within sixty days from the date of
the treasurer’s receipt of the contribu-
tion, the contributor provides the
treasurer with a written redesignation
of the contribution for another elec-
tion, which is signed by the contrib-
utor.

(B) Notwithstanding paragraph
(b)(5)(i1)(A) of this section or any other
provision of this section, the treasurer
of the recipient authorized political
committee may treat all or part of the
amount of the contribution that ex-
ceeds the contribution limits in para-
graph (b)(1) of this section as made
with respect to the general election,
provided that:

(1) The contribution was made before
the primary election;

(2) The contribution was not des-
ignated for a particular election;

(3) The contribution would exceed the
limitation on contributions set forth in
paragraph (b)(1) of this section if it
were treated as a contribution made
for the primary election;

(4) Such redesignation would not
cause the contributor to exceed any of
the limitations on contributions set
forth in paragraph (b)(1) of this section;

(5) The treasurer of the recipient au-
thorized political committee notifies
the contributor of the amount of the
contribution that was redesignated and
that the contributor may request a re-
fund of the contribution; and

(6) Within sixty days from the date of
the treasurer’s receipt of the contribu-
tion, the treasurer shall provide notifi-
cation required in paragraph
(b)(B)(A1)(B)(6) of this section to the
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contributor by any written method in-
cluding electronic mail.

©) Notwithstanding paragraph
(b)(5)(11)(A) of this section or any other
provision of this section, the treasurer
of the recipient authorized political
committee may treat all or part of the
amount of the contribution that ex-
ceeds the contribution limits in para-
graph (b)(1) of this section as made
with respect to the primary election,
provided that:

(I) The contribution was made after
the primary election but before the
general election;

(2) The contribution was not des-
ignated for a particular election;

(3) The contribution would exceed the
limitation on contributions set forth in
paragraph (b)(1) of this section if it
were treated as a contribution made
for the general election;

(4) Such redesignation would not
cause the contributor to exceed any of
the limitations on contributions set
forth in paragraph (b)(1) of this section;

(5) The contribution does not exceed
the committee’s net debts outstanding
for the primary election;

(6) The treasurer of the recipient au-
thorized political committee notifies
the contributor of how the contribu-
tion was redesignated and that the con-
tributor may request a refund of the
contribution; and

(7) Within sixty days from the date of
the treasurer’s receipt of the contribu-
tion, the treasurer shall provide notifi-
cation required in paragraph
(b)(5)(11)(C)(6) of this section to the
contributor by any written method, in-
cluding electronic mail.

(iii) A contribution redesignated for
another election shall not exceed the
limitations on contributions made with
respect to that election. A contribution
redesignated for a previous election
shall be subject to the requirements of
11 CFR 110.1(b)(3) regarding net debts
outstanding.

(6) For the purposes of this section, a
contribution shall be considered to be
made when the contributor relin-
quishes control over the contribution.
A contributor shall be considered to re-
linquish control over the contribution
when it is delivered by the contributor
to the candidate, to the political com-
mittee, or to an agent of the political
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committee. A contribution that is
mailed to the candidate, or to the po-
litical committee or to an agent of the
political committee, shall be consid-
ered to be made on the date of the post-
mark. See 11 CFR 110.1(1)(4). An in-kind
contribution shall be considered to be
made on the date that the goods or
services are provided by the contrib-
utor.

(c) Contributions to political party com-
mittees. (1) No person shall make con-
tributions to the political committees
established and maintained by a na-
tional political party in any calendar
yvear that in the aggregate exceed
$25,000.

(i) The contribution limitation in
paragraph (c)(1) of this section shall be
increased by the percent difference in
the price index in accordance with 11
CFR 110.17.

(ii) The increased contribution limi-
tation shall be in effect for the two cal-
endar years starting on January 1 of
the year in which the contribution lim-
itation is increased.

(iii) In every odd-numbered year, the
Commission will publish in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER the amount of the con-
tribution limitation in effect and place
such information on the Commission’s
Web site.

(2) For purposes of this section, polit-
ical committees established and main-
tained by a national political party
means—

(i) The national committee;

(ii) The House campaign committee;
and

(iii)
mittee.

(3) Each recipient committee referred
to in 11 CFR 110.1(c)(2) may receive up
to the $25,000 limitation from a con-
tributor, but the limits of 11 CFR 110.5
shall also apply to contributions made
by an individual.

(4) The recipient committee shall not
be an authorized political committee of
any candidate, except as provided in 11
CFR 9002.1(c).

(5) On or after January 1, 2003, no per-
son shall make contributions to a po-
litical committee established and
maintained by a State committee of a
political party in any calendar year
that, in the aggregate, exceed $10,000.

The Senate campaign com-
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(d) Contributions to other political com-
mittees. No person shall make contribu-
tions to any other political committee
in any calendar year which, in the ag-
gregate, exceed $5,000.

(e) Contributions by partnerships. A
contribution by a partnership shall be
attributed to the partnership and to
each partner—

(1) In direct proportion to his or her
share of the partnership profits, ac-
cording to instructions which shall be
provided by the partnership to the po-
litical committee or candidate; or

(2) By agreement of the partners, as
long as—

(i) Only the profits of the partners to
whom the contribution is attributed
are reduced (or losses increased), and

(ii) These partners’ profits are re-
duced (or losses increased) in propor-
tion to the contribution attributed to
each of them.

A contribution by a partnership shall
not exceed the limitations on contribu-
tions in 11 CFR 110.1 (b), (c¢), and (d). No
portion of such contribution may be
made from the profits of a corporation
that is a partner.

(f) Contributions to candidates for more
than one Federal office. If an individual
is a candidate for more than one Fed-
eral office, a person may make con-
tributions which do not exceed $2,000 to
the candidate, or his or her authorized
political committees for each election
for each office, as long as—

(1) Each contribution is designated in
writing by the contributor for a par-
ticular office;

(2) The candidate maintains separate
campaign organizations, including sep-
arate principal campaign committees
and separate accounts; and

(3) No principal campaign committee
or other authorized political com-
mittee of that candidate for one elec-
tion for one Federal office transfers
funds to, loans funds to, makes con-
tributions to, or makes expenditures
on behalf of another principal cam-
paign committee or other authorized
political committee of that candidate
for another election for another Fed-
eral office, except as provided in 11
CFR 110.3(c)(4).

(g) Contributions by limited liability
companies (““LLC’’)—() Definition. A
limited liability company is a business
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entity that is recognized as a limited
liability company under the laws of the
State in which it is established.

(2) A contribution by an LLC that
elects to be treated as a partnership by
the Internal Revenue Service pursuant
to 26 CFR 301.7701-3, or does not elect
treatment as either a partnership or a
corporation pursuant to that section,
shall be considered a contribution from
a partnership pursuant to 11 CFR
110.1Ce).

(3) An LLC that elects to be treated
as a corporation by the Internal Rev-
enue Service, pursuant to 26 CFR
301.7701-3, or an LLC with publicly-
traded shares, shall be considered a
corporation pursuant to 11 CFR Part
114.

(4) A contribution by an LLC with a
single natural person member that
does not elect to be treated as a cor-
poration by the Internal Revenue Serv-
ice pursuant to 26 CFR 301.7701-3 shall
be attributed only to that single mem-
ber.

(5) An LLC that makes a contribu-
tion pursuant to paragraph (g)(2) or
(g2)(4) of this section shall, at the time
it makes the contribution, provide in-
formation to the recipient committee
as to how the contribution is to be at-
tributed, and affirm to the recipient
committee that it is eligible to make
the contribution.

(h) Contributions to committees sup-
porting the same candidate. A person
may contribute to a candidate or his or
her authorized committee with respect
to a particular election and also con-
tribute to a political committee which
has supported, or anticipates sup-
porting, the same candidate in the
same election, as long as—

(1) The political committee is not the
candidate’s principal campaign com-
mittee or other authorized political
committee or a single candidate com-
mittee;

(2) The contributor does not give
with the knowledge that a substantial
portion will be contributed to, or ex-
pended on behalf of, that candidate for
the same election; and

(3) The contributor does not retain
control over the funds.

(i) Contributions by spouses. The limi-
tations on contributions of this section
shall apply separately to contributions
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made by each spouse even if only one
spouse has income.

(j) Application of limitations to elec-
tions. (1) The limitations on contribu-
tions of this section shall apply sepa-
rately with respect to each election as
defined in 11 CFR 100.2, except that all
elections held in a calendar year for
the office of President of the United
States (except a general election for
that office) shall be considered to be
one election.

(2) An election in which a candidate
is unopposed is a separate election for
the purposes of the limitations on con-
tributions of this section.

(3) A primary or general election
which is not held because a candidate
is unopposed or received a majority of
votes in a previous election is a sepa-
rate election for the purposes of the
limitations on contributions of this
section. The date on which the election
would have been held shall be consid-
ered to be the date of the election.

(4) A primary election which is not
held because a candidate was nomi-
nated by a caucus or convention with
authority to nominate is not a sepa-
rate election for the purposes of the
limitations on contributions of this
section.

(k) Joint contributions and reattribu-
tions. (1) Any contribution made by
more than one person, except for a con-
tribution made by a partnership, shall
include the signature of each contrib-
utor on the check, money order, or
other negotiable instrument or in a
separate writing.

(2) If a contribution made by more
than one person does not indicate the
amount to be attributed to each con-
tributor, the contribution shall be at-
tributed equally to each contributor.

(3)(1) If a contribution to a candidate
or political committee, either on its
face or when aggregated with other
contributions from the same contrib-
utor, exceeds the limitations on con-
tributions set forth in 11 CFR 110.1 (b),
(c) or (d), as appropriate, the treasurer
of the recipient political committee
may ask the contributor whether the
contribution was intended to be a joint
contribution by more than one person.

(ii)(A) A contribution shall be consid-
ered to be reattributed to another con-
tributor if—
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(I) The treasurer of the recipient po-
litical committee asks the contributor
whether the contribution is intended to
be a joint contribution by more than
one person, and informs the contrib-
utor that he or she may request the re-
turn of the excessive portion of the
contribution if it is not intended to be
a joint contribution; and

(2) Within sixty days from the date of
the treasurer’s receipt of the contribu-
tion, the contributor provides the
treasurer with a written reattribution
of the contribution, which is signed by
each contributor, and which indicates
the amount to be attributed to each
contributor if equal attribution is not
intended.

(B)(1) Notwithstanding paragraph
(k)(3)(ii)(A) of this section or any other
provision of this section, any excessive
portion of a contribution described in
paragraph (k)(3)(i) of this section that
was made by a written instrument that
is imprinted with the names of more
than one individual may be attributed
among the individuals listed unless a
different instruction is on the instru-
ment or in a separate writing signed by
the contributor(s), provided that such
attribution would not cause any con-
tributor to exceed any of the limita-
tions on contributions set forth in
paragraph (b)(1) of this section.

(2) The treasurer of the recipient po-
litical committee shall notify each
contributor of how the contribution
was attributed and that the contrib-
utor may request the refund of the ex-
cessive portion of the contribution if it
is not intended to be a joint contribu-
tion.

(3) Within sixty days from the date of
the treasurer’s receipt of the contribu-
tion, the treasurer shall provide such
notification to each contributor by any
written method, including electronic
mail.

(1) Supporting evidence. (1) If a polit-
ical committee receives a contribution
designated in writing for a particular
election, the treasurer shall retain a
copy of the written designation, as re-
quired by 11 CFR 110.1(b)(4) or
110.2(b)(4), as appropriate. If the writ-
ten designation is made on a check or
other written instrument, the treas-
urer shall retain a full-size photocopy
of the check or written instrument.
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(2) If a political committee receives a
written redesignation of a contribution
for a different election, the treasurer
shall retain the written redesignation
provided by the contributor, as re-
quired by 11 CFR 110.1(b)(5) or
110.2(b)(5), as appropriate.

(3) If a political committee receives a
written reattribution of a contribution
to a different contributor, the treas-
urer shall retain the written reattribu-
tion signed by each contributor, as re-
quired by 11 CFR 110.1(k).

(4)(1) If a political committee chooses
to rely on a postmark as evidence of
the date on which a contribution was
made, the treasurer shall retain the en-
velope or a copy of the envelope con-
taining the postmark and other identi-
fying information; and

(ii) If a political committee chooses
to rely on the redesignation presump-
tion in 11 CFR 110.1(b)(5)(ii)(B) or (C) or
the reattribution presumption in 11
CFR 110.1(k)(3)(ii)(B), the treasurer
shall retain a full-size photocopy of the
check or written instrument, of any
signed writings that accompanied the
contribution, and of the notices sent to
the contributors as required by 11 CFR
110.1(b)(5)(i1)(B) and (k)(3)(ii)(B).

(5) If a political committee does not
retain the written records concerning
designation required under 11 CFR
110.1(1)(1), the contribution shall not be
considered designated in writing for a
particular election, and the provisions
of 11 CFR 110.1(b)(2)(ii) or 11 CFR
110.2(b)(2)(ii) shall apply. If a political
committee does not retain the written
records concerning redesignation or re-
attribution required under 11 CFR
110.1(1)(2), (3), (4)(ii) or (6), including
the contributor notices, the redesigna-
tion or reattribution shall not be effec-
tive, and the original designation or at-
tribution shall control.

(6) For each written redesignation or
written reattribution of a contribution
described in paragraph (b)(5) or para-
graph (k)(3) of this section, the polit-
ical committee shall retain docu-
mentation demonstrating when the
written redesignation or written re-
attribution was received. Such docu-
mentation shall consist of:

(i) A copy of the envelope bearing the
postmark and the contributor’s name,
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or return address or other identifying
code; or

(ii) A copy of the written redesigna-
tion or written reattribution with a
date stamp indicating the date of the
committee’s receipt; or

(iii) A copy of the written redesigna-
tion or written reattribution dated by
the contributor.

(m) Contributions to delegates and dele-
gate committees. (1) Contributions to
delegates for the purpose of furthering
their selection under 11 CFR 110.14 are
not subject to the limitations of this
section.

(2) Contributions to delegate com-
mittees under 11 CFR 110.14 are subject
to the limitations of this section.

(n) Contributions to committees making
independent expenditures. The limita-
tions on contributions of this section
also apply to contributions made to po-
litical committees making independent
expenditures under 11 CFR Part 109.

[62 FR 769, Jan. 9, 1987, as amended at 52 FR
355634, Sept. 22, 1987; 54 FR 34110, Aug. 17, 1989;
54 FR 48580, Nov. 24, 1989; 55 FR 2281, Jan. 23,
1990; 56 FR 35911, July 29, 1991; 60 FR 31381,
June 15, 1995; 64 FR 37400, July 12, 1999; 67 FR
49120, July 29, 2002; 67 FR 69947, Nov. 19, 2002;
67 FR 78959, Dec. 27, 2002; 68 FR 457, Jan. 3,
2003; 68 FR 3996, Jan. 27, 2003; 68 FR 64516,
Nov. 14, 2003; 70 FR 5568, Feb. 3, 2005]

§110.2 Contributions by multi-
candidate political committees (2
U.S.C. 441a(a)(2)).

(a)(1) Scope. This section applies to
all contributions made by any multi-
candidate political committee as de-
fined in 11 CFR 100.5(e)(3). See 11 CFR
102.2(a)(3) for multicandidate political
committee certification requirements.
A political committee becomes a
multicandidate committee at the time
the political committee meets the re-
quirements of 11 CFR 100.5(e)(3) or be-
comes affiliated with an existing
multicandidate committee, whether or
not the political committee has cer-
tified its status as a multicandidate
committee with the Commission in ac-
cordance with 11 CFR 102.2(a)(3).

(2) Notice to recipients. Each multi-
candidate committee that makes a
contribution under this section shall
notify the recipient in writing of its
status as a multicandidate committee.

(b) Contributions to candidates; des-
ignations; and redesignations. (1) No
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multicandidate political committee
shall make contributions to any can-
didate, his or her authorized political
committees or agents with respect to
any election for Federal office which,
in the aggregate, exceed $5,000.

(2) For purposes of this section, with
respect to any election means—

(i) In the case of a contribution des-
ignated in writing by the contributor
for a particular election, the election
so designated. Multicandidate political
committees making contributions to
candidates are encouraged to designate
their contributions in writing for par-
ticular elections. See 11 CFR 110.2(b)(4).

(ii) In the case of a contribution not
designated in writing by the contrib-
utor for a particular election, the next
election for that Federal office after
the contribution is made.

(3)(1) A contribution designated in
writing for a particular election, but
made after that election, shall be made
only to the extent that the contribu-
tion does not exceed net debts out-
standing from such election. To the ex-
tent that such contribution exceeds net
debts outstanding, the candidate or the
candidate’s authorized political com-
mittee shall return or deposit the con-
tribution within ten days from the date
of the treasurer’s receipt of the con-
tribution as provided by 11 CFR
103.3(a), and if deposited, then within
sixty days from the date of the treas-
urer’s receipt the treasurer shall take
the following action, as appropriate:

(A) Refund the contribution using a
committee check or draft; or

(B) Obtain a written redesignation by
the contributor for another election in
accordance with 11 CFR 110.2(b)(5).

If the candidate is not a candidate in
the general election, all contributions
made for the general election shall be
either returned or refunded to the con-
tributors or redesignated in accordance
with 11 CFR 110.2(b)(5).

(ii) The treasurer of the candidate’s
authorized political committee shall
calculate net debts outstanding in ac-
cordance with 11 CFR 110.1(b)(3)(ii).
The amount of the net debts out-
standing shall be adjusted as additional
funds are received and expenditures are
made. The candidate and his or her au-
thorized political committee(s) may
accept contributions made after the
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